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the seasons is brought about by the motion of the
earth in its orbit combined with its motion of
rotation round its own axis, and these again are
maintained through the laws of motion combined
with the law of gravitation. We may subject these
phenomena, and the still more complicated per-
turbations, as they are called, of the motions of the
moon, to mathematical analysis; and when we have
succeeded in showing that some apparent anomaly in
the motion is a necessary result of these laws, we are
in the habit of saying that we have explained the
apparent anomaly, or perhaps that we have referred
it to its came. But in this sense of the word " cause "
there is evidently no room for the idea of will. It
would be absurd to say that gravitation chooses to
make a stone which had been held in the hand and
is let go fall to the earth. If we say that a ray of
light in passing from one point to another in a
medium of continuously varying density chooses the
quickest path, we merely use a metaphorical form of
expression, for the sake of avoiding circumlocution.
Will, design, implies mind, and mind as we know it
is an essentially personal attribute. In this sense
we attribute personality to the First Cause. But in
speaking of Him as a Personal God, we must beware
of falling into anthropomorphism. Personality as
we know it in ourselves is subject to limitations of
time and space ; and if we venture to speak of God